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least a thousand years older' than Alexander's ex-
pedition to India?

But we can go still further; for by comparing the
language of the Aryans of India with that of the
Aryans of Greece, Italy, and the rest of Europe, we
can reconstruct some portions of that language which
was spoken before these different members of the
Aryan family separated.

Testimony of the undivided Aryan language.

What the ancient Aryans thought about the rivers
and mountains, about the earth and the sky, the
dawn and the sun, how they conceived what they
perceived in them, we can still discover to a certain
extent, because we know how they named them.
They named them on perceiving in them certain
modes of activity with which they were familiar
themselves, such as striking, pushing, rubbing, mea-
suring, joining, and which from the beginning were
accompanied by certain involuntary sounds, gradually
changed into what in the science of language we call
roots.

This is, so far as I can see at present, the origin
of all language and of all thought, and to have put
this clearly before us, undismayed by the conflict of
divergent theories and the authorities of the greatest
names, seems to me to constitute the real merit of
Noir^'s philosophy1.

1 I have lately treated this subject elsewhere in an article 'On the
Origin of Eeason,' published in the ' Contemporary Review' of February,
1878, to which, as well as to Professor Noire*rs original works, I must
refer for further detail.